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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES AND OPERATIONAL INFORMATION 
 
The sole purpose of the organization is to conduct medical research.  This primarily 
involves the conduct of clinical trials designed to determine the optimal treatment for 
medical conditions and epidemiologic studies designed to identify factors associated 
with the development of disease.   For its major studies, the organization serves as a 
data coordinating center which is responsible for the development of study protocols, 
selection of clinical sites and investigators, monitoring of study data collection, data 
management, data analysis, and publication of the results in scientific journals.  All 
research whether conducted through governmental or nongovernmental support 
involves studies with a scientific objective, the results of which are published in scientific 
journals.  Most of the research has been and will continue to be federally funded.  
 
The sole activity of the organization is medical research.  The medical research projects 
conducted by the organization since it was founded in 1993 are listed in the attached 
table with the percentages received from the federal government, nonprofit 
organizations, and private for-profit companies.  The dollar amount of the funding 
reflects the relative time and other resources devoted to the project.  
 
The past, current and projected future research studies are as follows: 
 
Studies Funded through Federal Grants from the National Institutes of Health 
1. Optic Neuritis Treatment Trial/Longitudinal Optic Neuritis Study (ONTT/LONS) 
This study has been funded since 1993, with a commitment for funding through 2002.  
This is a study of a medical condition called optic neuritis to investigate risk factors for 
the development of multiple sclerosis.    The ultimate goal is to be able to use the 
results of this study to develop appropriate treatment strategies for high-risk patients.  It 
is being conducted in collaboration with 15 universities in the U.S.  There have been 24 
publications in scientific journals from this study to date and four additional manuscripts 
currently in preparation.  One of the manuscripts was published in the most prestigious 
medical journal, the New England Journal of Medicine. 
 
2. Physician Scientist Award (PSA) 
This grant for epidemiological and biostatistical research was funded in 1993 and 1994. 
 
3. Herpetic Eye Disease Study (HEDS) 
This study has been funded since 1994, with a commitment for funding through 1999.  
This is a study of herpes infections in the eye that is investigating (1) whether treatment 
with an antiviral drug called acyclovir is beneficial and (2) whether factors such as 
psychological stress acts as triggers for herpes eye infections.  The study is being 
conducted in collaboration with investigators at 73 clinical sites in the U.S.  There have 
been  4 manuscripts published (or in press) in scientific journals and five additional 
manuscripts currently in preparation. One of the manuscripts was published in the New 
England Journal of Medicine. 
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4.  Clinical Trials in Strabismus and Pediatric Ophthalmology  
This grant has been funded since 1997, with a commitment for funding through 2002.  
The grant provided for the establishment of a collaborative group of pediatric 
ophthalmologists in the U.S. and abroad (185 domestic and 7 international 
investigators) to conduct multiple concurrent clinical studies involving childhood eye 
diseases.   One study is currently in progress: The Congenital Esotropia Observational 
Study/Early Surgery for Congenital Esotropia Trial  (ESCET/CEOS) is evaluating the 
early course of this condition in infants in order to try to develop optimal treatment 
strategies.  Two additional studies are projected to receive funding and be initiated 
before the end of 1998.  The Large Angle Congenital Esotropia Surgery Trial 
(LACEST)will evaluate various surgical treatments for esotropia (projected time period 
for funding 1998-2003).  The Amblyopia Treatment Study (ATS) will evaluate various 
treatments for amblyopia (lazy eye) (projected time period for funding 1998-2002).  Two 
publications in a scientific journal currently are in press. 
 
5.  Comprehensive Epidemiologic Study of Eye Disease (CESED) 
This study has been funded since 1996 with funding ending in 1998.  This grant was 
received to support the planning of a comprehensive epidemiologic study of eye 
diseases.  In collaboration with investigators at the National Institutes of Health, a vision 
module was developed for the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 
(NHANES).  This is a population-based study performed periodically on about 40,000 
individuals by the U.S. government to quantify the health status of the U.S. population.  
 
6.  Corneal Donor Study (CDS) 
A grant application has been submitted for which approval is pending.  If approved, 
funding will include a commitment for a five-year period: 1998-2003.   The objective of 
the study is to determine whether the age of the corneal donor tissue is an important 
factor in predicting the survival of corneal transplants.  The ultimate goal is to be able to 
expand the pool of available corneal donor tissue to facilitate corneal transplantation 
both in the U.S. and abroard.   This study will involve collaboration with 35 North 
American eye banks and about  130 investigators.  Funding was received from the 
nonprofit Castroviejo Society to support the development of the grant proposal. 
 
Nongovernment Funded Studies 
7.  International Optic Nerve Trauma Study (IONTS) 
This study was funded from 1994 to 1996 through a grant from the Massachusetts Eye 
and Ear Infirmary, a part of the Harvard University School of Medicine.  The objective of 
the study was to determine the optimal treatment for traumatic injuries of the optic nerve 
that can produce blindness.  A final manuscript for a scientific journal is currently in 
preparation. 
 
8.  Uveitis Associated with Topical Beta-blockers (Optipranolol) 
This study was funded in 1994-95 by Baush and Lomb Company.  The objective of the 
study was to determine the association between treatment of glaucoma with beta-
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blocker drugs and the development of uveitis (inflammation in the eye).  The results of 
the study were published in a scientific journal. 
 
9.  Growth Hormone Antagonist-Proliferative Diabetic Retinopathy Pilot Study 
(GHA-PDR Study) 
This study is funded for 1998 through a contract with the Sensus Drug Development 
Company.  The objective of the study is to determine whether a drug called Trovert 
which is a growth hormone antagonist can lead to regression of retinal 
neovascularization in patients with diabetes mellitus.  If this treatment is successful, it 
will have a major impact on reducing blindness due to diabetic retinopathy.  The study is 
being conducted in collaboration with investigators at four major U.S. medical centers. 
This organization in collaboration with the investigators will publish the results in a 
scientific journal. The Sponsor of the study may use the results as part of an FDA 
submission. 
 
10.  Treatment of Age-related Macular Degeneration with Photodynamic Therapy 
(TAP) 
This study is investigating whether photodynamic therapy can reduce blindness due to 
age-related macular degeneration.  Through a contract with QLT Phototherapeutics 
which provided funding in 1997 and 1998, the Jaeb Center’s role is to performed an 
independent data analysis to assess efficacy and patient safety in 1997. 
 
11.  Vitrasert for CMV Retinitis Study  
This study evaluated whether a gancyclovir implant into the eye could reduce blindness 
due to cytomegalovirus in patients with HIV disease.  Through a contract Chiron Vision 
in 1997, the Jaeb Center conducted an analysis of the risk of retinal detachment due to 
the implants.  A manuscript is in preparation for a scientific journal. 
 
12. Azithromycin Control of Trachoma Study (ACT)  
This study evaluated whether the drug azithromycin was effective in the control of an 
eye infection called Trachoma in Egypt.  The study was funded by the DeLoris Lange 
Foundation in 1995-1996.  The Jaeb Center assisted in the coordination of the study.   
 
13.  Vigabatrin Toxicity Study 
Funding was received from Marion Merrill Dow in 1994-1995 for a review of data on 
ocular complications of the anti-seizure drug Vigabatrin. 
 
14. Giant Cell Arthritis Methotrexate Treatment Trial 
This study assessed the outcome of treatment of giant cell arteritis, a disease of the 
elderly.  The Jaeb Center received funding from  the New York University Medical 
Center in 1995 to assist in the development of the study and analysis of data. 
 
 
The attached spreadsheet lists all income by study from 1993 to 1998 and projects 
income by study up to 2000.  The abbreviations used are as follows: 
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NIH – National Institutes of Health 
ONTT/LONS – Optic Neuritis Treatment Trial/Longitudinal Optic Neuritis Study 
HEDS – Herpetic Eye Disease Study 
PSA – Physician Scientist Award 
CESED – Comprehensive Epidemiologic Study of Eye Disease 
ESCET/CEOS – Early Surgery for Congenital Esotropia Study/Congenital Esotropia 
Observational Study 
LACEST – Large Angle Congenital Esotropia Surgery Trial 
ATS – Amblyopia Treatment Study 
IONTS – International Optic Nerve Trauma Study 
ACT – Azithromycin in Control of Trachoma Study 
CDS – Corneal Donor Study 
GHA-PDR – Growth Hormone Antagonist – Proliferative Diabetic Retinopathy Study 
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Publications in Scientific Journals 1993-1998 
 

1993 
Beck RW, Cleary PA, Trobe JD, Kaufman DI, Kupersmith MJ, Paty DW, Brown CH, 

Optic Neuritis Study Group.  The effect of corticosteroids for acute optic neuritis 
on the subsequent development of multiple sclerosis.  New Eng J Med 1993; 
329:1764-69. 

 
1994 
Brodsky MC, Beck RW.  The changing role of MR imaging in the evaluation of acute 

optic neuritis.  Radiology 1994; 192:22-23. 
 
Keltner JL, Johnson CA, Spurr JO, Beck RW, Optic Neuritis Study Group.  Visual field 

profile of optic neuritis: one-year follow-up in the Optic Neuritis Treatment Trial.  
Arch Ophthalmol 1994; 112:946-53. 

 
Beck RW, Cleary PA, Backlund JC, Optic Neuritis Study Group.  The course of visual 

recovery after optic neuritis.  Experience of the Optic Neuritis Treatment Trial.  
Ophthalmology 1994; 101:1771-1778. 

 
1995 
Beck RW, Optic Neuritis Study Group.  The Optic Neuritis Treatment Trial.  Three-year 

follow-up results.  Arch Ophthalmol 1995; 113:136-37. 
 
Beck RW, Trobe JD, Optic Neuritis Study Group.  The Optic Neuritis Treatment Trial: 

putting the results in perspective.  J Neuro-ophthalmology 1995; 15:131-35. 
 
Beck RW, Trobe JD, Optic Neuritis Study Group.  What we have learned from the Optic 

Neuritis Treatment Trial.  Ophthalmology 1995; 102:1504-08. 
 
1996 
Anderson MM, Boly LD, Beck RW, Optic Neuritis Study Group.  Remote monitoring for 

multicenter trials Controlled Clinical Trials 1996; 17:407-414. 
 
Rolak LA, Beck RW, Paty DW, Tourtellotte WW, Whitaker JN, Rudick RA, Optic Neuritis 

Study Group.  Cerebrospinal fluid in acute optic neuritis: experience of the Optic 
Neuritis Treatment Trial.  Neurology 1996;46:368-72. 

 
Trobe JD, Beck RW, Moke PS, Cleary PA.  Contrast Sensitivity and Other Vision Tests 

in The Optic Neuritis Treatment Trial.  Am J Ophthalmol 1996; 121: 547-53. 
 
Dawson CR, Beck RW, Wilhelmus KR, Cohen EJ.  Herpetic eye disease study.  Arch 

Ophthalmol 1996; 114: 89-90. 
 
Blair RC, Troendle JF, Beck RW.  Control of familywise errors in multiple endpoint 

assessments via stepwise permutation tests.  Stat Med 1996; 15:1107-21. 
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Beck RW, Moke P, Blair RC, Nissenbaum R.  Uveitis associated with topical beta-

blockers.  Arch Ophthalmol 1996; 114:1181-82. 
 
Herpetic Eye Disease Study Group.  A controlled trial of oral acyclovir for iridocyclitis 

caused by herpes simplex virus.  Arch Ophthalmol 1996; 114:1065-72. 
 
1997 
Cleary PA, Beck RW, Bourque LB, Backlund JC, Miskala PH.  Visual symptoms after 

optic neuritis.  Results from the Optic Neuritis Treatment Trial.  J Neuro-
ophthalmol 1997;17:18-28. 

 
Herpetic Eye Disease Study Group. A controlled trial of oral acyclovir for the prevention 

of stromal keratitis or iritis in patients with herpes simplex virus epithelial keratitis.  
Arch Ophthalmol 1997; 115:703-12. 

 
Optic Neuritis Study Group. The five year risk for multiple sclerosis after optic neuritis. 

Experience of the Optic Neuritis Treatment Trial.  Neurology 1997; 49:1404-
1413.  

Optic Neuritis Study Group. Visual function five years after optic neuritis. Experience of 
the Optic Neuritis Treatment Trial.  Arch Ophthalmol 1997; 115:1545-52. 

 
1998 
Holmes J.M., Droste P.J., Beck R.W.  The natural history of acute traumatic sixth nerve 

palsy or paresis.  J Am Assoc Pediatr Ophthalmol Strabismus (In press 1998)  
(reprint not available) 

 
Beck R.W. The Pediatric Eye Disease Investigator Group. J Am Assoc Pediatr 

Ophthalmol Strabismus (In press 1998)  (reprint not available) 
 
Herpetic Eye Disease Study Group. A Randomized, Placebo-Controlled Trial of Oral 

Acyclovir for the Prevention of Recurrent Herpes Simplex Virus Eye Disease.  
New Eng J Med (In press 1998)  (reprint not available) 
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